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Paragraph 1: Summary of the Article


In this paragraph, you should summarize the article’s main points, the purpose of the article, and the author’s main argument.  In the final sentence of your paragraph, write your thesis statement, setting up your argument for or against the article (this should be an argument on whether or not you thought the article was reliable/unbiased or unreliable/biased, NOT an argument on whether or not you agree with the material).
Paragraph 2: Analyzing the Evidence


In this paragraph, you should critique any evidence offered by the author of the article.  You should discuss whether or not the article’s findings are supported by outside sources, whether or not a study/experiment was cited or explained in the article, and whether or not outside sources were cited by the article to verify the information.
Paragraph 3: Analyzing Bias


In this paragraph, you should critique any potential bias that the author might have.  This paragraph should flow from your second paragraph: if the article had a lot of good evidence, use this paragraph to explain how the article shows an unbiased perspective.  If the article did not have a lot of evidence to support its findings, use this paragraph to analyze any potential outside influences (affiliations with certain organizations, author’s personal viewpoints, etc) affect the author’s argument and take away from the reliability of the article.
Paragraph 4: Conclusion


Use this paragraph to outline a plan for the future.  If this article was a reliable source of information, what would the next step be for learning more?  If this article was not a reliable source, or showed a lot of bias, what would be a better way to learn about the topic?  
