Name: __________________________
Period: _____
Date: ____________

Date Due: Friday, September 14th (one week from today!)


ARTICLE SUMMARY WORKSHEET

This handout will help you analyze scientific articles so that you can get more information out of them for your article review!  Start this worksheet after your Article Proposal has been approved by the teacher.


PART I. What is the article about?
1. Directions: Skim the article as a whole to answer the first few questions below and get a sense of the structure of the article and the author's writing style. 

TITLE OF ARTICLE: 
AUTHOR(S) OF ARTICLE: 
TOPIC (What is the main subject of the article?):






Is this topic pure science, or applied science?
MAIN CONCLUSION (What is the author trying to prove?): 

2. UNFAMILIAR TERMS: List any terms or concepts that are unfamiliar or appear to be important. If the author provides a definition, be sure to write that down too. Circle any you feel need clarification or discussion. 

Important terms

Definitions
EVIDENCE: List any evidence the author provides for the main conclusion.  

BIAS: List any statements the author makes that show bias:


PART II. – What do YOU think about the article? - The questions below ask you to evaluate the article. 

FIRST REACTIONS. List or write up any reactions you have to the article. Do you agree with the author? Why or why not? (Don't comment on everything--just the things you either strongly agree or disagree with.) 

WHAT IS THE STRONGEST PART OF THE AUTHOR'S ARGUMENT? Again, identify one part of the argument you think works well. 

WHAT IS THE WEAKEST PART OF THE AUTHOR’S ARGUMENT? Could the author be mistaken about any of the ideas they included in their article?  Even if you agree with the author, try to find “holes” in the author’s argument that you could use to argue against them.  

THIS IS WHAT BEING SKEPTICAL IS ALL ABOUT!! 
DEVELOP YOUR OWN POSITION - State your own position on this issue and sketch how you might support it. (If you agree with the author’s argument, suggest another way you could support the same position.) 

